
Grade K – ELA Unit 2  Pre-Assessment 

Writing 

Directions:  Explain to the class that today you will be asked to complete a writing/drawing sample.  Have the students draw and 

write about a day at school.  Remind the students that their stories should have a beginning, middle, and end.   

(Provide age appropriate writing paper) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Name_______________________________________                  Date_______________________________ 

Essential Questions (small group) 

Work with small groups of students.  Ask the essential questions and record responses.  (This is not to be graded, but 

used as a guide for further teaching.) 

 

 

1. How does having conversations with partners and adults in small and large groups help you to understand and learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How does asking and answering questions help you to understand? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the print in a book organized so that you can read it? 



 

Writing Rubric  

(check all that apply) 

 

Stages: 

Preconventional Emerging Beginning 
 

 

 

□ Makes marks on paper (drawing, 

scribbling, pretend writing)  

□ Relies primarily on drawing to 

convey meaning  

□ May write some random 

recognizable letters  

□ Begins to write first name  

□ Dictates writing to convey 

meaning  

□ Tells about own “writing” and 

pictures or pretends to “read” own 

writing  

 
 

 

 

□ Copies names and familiar words  

□ Uses pictures and print to convey 

meaning  

□ Begins to match sounds to letters  

□ Generally prints with uppercase 

letters  

□ Represents whole word with 

beginning consonant or string of 

random letters  

□ Writing placed randomly on page  

□ May experiment with punctuation  

□ Begins to write left to right  

□ Dictates writing to convey meaning  

□ Begins to “read” own writing  
 

 

 

□ Writes names and favorite words  

□ With guidance, names topic and writes using 

drawings, words and/or simple sentences  

□ Writes about simple topics and orders events 

(beginning, middle, and end)  

□ Uses text to convey meaning with less 

support from the illustration  

□ Writing is from top to bottom/left to right  

□ Interchanges uppercase and lowercase letters  

□ Begins to use spaces between phonetically 

spelled “words”  

□ Uses more than one sound/letter to represent 

words  

□ Letters are chosen on the basis of sound not 

based on conventional spelling patterns  

□ Begins to use punctuation  
□ Reads own writing to share  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Developing Transitional Expanding 
 

□ Introduces or names topic  

□ Writes recognizable short sentences  

□ Writes about opinions, observations 

and experiences with some descriptive 

words  

□ Writes simple facts about topic 

(nonfiction pieces)  

□ Orders events with some temporal 

words  

□ Adds some details  

□ Provides some sense of closure to 

writing  

□ Uses uppercase and lowercase 

letters appropriately  

□ Uses periods and question marks 

appropriately  

□ Uses phonetic spelling  

□ With prompting and support, adds 

details to strengthen writing  

□ Writes some high frequency words  

□ Reads and shares own writing  

□ Provides feedback to peers about 

their writing  
 
 
 
 
 

 

□ Writes complete sentences with a 

central idea/topic in mind  

□ Writes about opinions, observations 

and experiences with descriptive 

words  

□ Writes nonfiction pieces (e.g. 

magazine articles)  

□ Recounts an event or sequence of 

events  

□ Includes details, feelings, and 

thoughts  

□ Provides concluding statement or 

section  

□ Uses uppercase and lowercase letters 

appropriately  

□ Places commas where needed in 

dates or a series of single words  

□ Correctly uses periods and question 

marks  

□ Correctly spells many high frequency 

words  

□ Uses logical phonetic spelling  

□ Spells simple and some high 

frequency words correctly  

□ With guidance and support, adds 

details to strengthen writing  

□ Shares writing with peers  
 

 

□ Writes in various formats (nonfiction, fiction, 

narrative, poetry, etc.)  

□ Organizes ideas in a logical sequence  

□ Maintains central idea throughout the piece  

□ Recounts a well elaborated event or 

sequence of events  

□ Includes details, feelings and thoughts  

□ Provides concluding statement or section  

□ Edits for spelling and punctuation accurately  

□ Strengthens writing by editing and revising 

with feedback  

□ Begins to develop paragraphs  

□ Spells most high frequency words correctly 

and phonetic spelling represents a close 

representation (May still use phonetic spelling 

for advanced words)  

□ Shares writing with peers and  
 



 

 

 

Scoring Guide Essential Questions: 

Sample acceptable responses: 

 
1. Having conversations with partners 
and adults in small and large groups lets 
you share your ideas and ask and 
answer questions that will help you 
understand and learn  
 
 
2. Asking and answering questions lets 
you learn more about the topic and 
helps you to understand.  
 
 
3. The print in a book is organized so 
that you can read it from left to right, top 
to bottom, and page by page. Words are 
also separated by spaces to make 
reading easier  
 
 

 


